MADEMOISELLE ANTOINETTE POISSON
recourse during time of war. Louis XIV had even raised the
bourgeoisie up against the nobility. Its members filled the
twelve Parliaments, the benches of judges and magistrates,
and many administrative positions. It possessed a quarter of
the posts in the Army and provided the Church with a large
number of abbes and canons for its hierarchy. The bourgeois
was solely representative of art and letters- he was responsible
for the moral government of public opinion. He reigned by
virtue of his enormous wealth acquired in commerce. It was
the bourgeois more often than the nobles and gentry who could
afford those magnificent houses which were built all over
France during the eighteenth century, those veritable palaces
with their orange-walks, their pictures by the great masters,
choice marble tables, Chinese cabinets, glowing Japanese
chests of strange odour and lightness. . . . The bourgeois was
the Maecenas of Louis XV's era. And with every advancing
year of his reign, Louis XV was to feel his power and suc-
cumb to his fascination. The women, above all, Louis found
most droll and bewitching, and much more intelligent than
the hook-nosed duchesses of ancient lineage. By pilfering the
secrets of the posts he developed an enormous curiosity about
the lives and love affairs of his feminine subjects, particularly
in Paris. He even fondly imagined that the bourgeoise would
be less troublesome as a mistress, as she would not be avid in
her demands for titles and money and her dismissal would
cause no uproar. How mistaken he proved to be! The little
Toinette, who ruled at Versailles for nineteen years, from
April 1745 to April 1764, had all her father's and her mother's
blood running in her veins! Born in the middle classes, all her
dreams were to the measure of an average bourgeoise, though
rich and refined. Her ambition found it hard to fashion itself
to great things and had to fall back on details. She was, au
fond^ really commercially minded, thinking in terms of money,
of people in relation to their value to her, always giving ser-